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Ag Hall of Fame Honoree 
from Carroll 

A life-long Carroll 
County farm-family received 
Maryland agriculture’s highest 
achievement of being inducted 
into the Maryland Agriculture 
Hall of Fame.  Bill and Jean 
Knill and family of Mt. Airy 
were one of two honorees during 
the annual Maryland Agricultural 
Dinner in February.   

The Knill family farm 
consists of a 500-acre grain, hay 
and beef farm in addition to a 
farm market specializing in fresh 
vegetables. Prior to their current 
business, the Knill’s operated a 
dairy.  Involved in the family’s 
operation along will Bill and Jean 
are son Jim, his wife Carol, and 
their three sons: J. W., Danny 
and Brian.   

           The Maryland Agriculture 
Hall of Fame honors leaders in 
the industry who exemplify high 
standards of achievement and 
commitment to the industry.  The 
Knill’s are the second Carroll 
family to receive this honor.  The 
first was Joe and Nona 
Schwartzbeck and families of 
Union Bridge.  Congratulations 
to both the Knill and 
Schwartzbeck families on their 
accomplishment and making all 
of us in Carroll County proud.  

2003 Agribusiness Award 
Recipient 

On Tuesday, April 29, 
2003, the Department of 
Economic Development hosted 
the annual Industry and           
Enterprise Awards Dinner at 

Wilhelm Ltd.’s in Westminster.  
The 2003 Agribusiness Award 
was given to the Westminster 
Livestock Auction.  

         The Westminster Livestock 
Auction, formally known as the 
Western Maryland Livestock 
Auction, was founded in 1936 by 
business partners William B. 
Garrett and E. B. Clark.  It is 
located in Westminster and has 
been owned and managed by Jim 
and Barb Starliper of B & J 
Auctions since 1985.   

The auction provides 
regular sales of dairy and beef 
cattle, swine, sheep, goats, 
poultry, fowl, rabbits, hay, and 
produce. They also hold 
specialized monthly horse, feeder 
cattle and sheep and goat sales.  
Over 700 animals (excluding 
poultry and fowl) sell weekly at 
the auction from nearly 300 
weekly registered consigners.  
On any given night one will find 
50-75 buyers including 10 packer 
representatives or volume buyers.   

Twenty-five employees 
help sort livestock, assist in 
loading and unloading animals 
and help maintain the facilities.  
The auction also provides yearly 
farm equipment consignment 
sales.  The Westminster 
Livestock Auction is the 
foremost marketing option for 
livestock in the central Maryland 
region with over $150,000 to 
$180,000 gross sales weekly and 
between $8 and $10 million in 
total sales annually (excluding 
hay sales).    Congratulations to 
Jim and Barb Starliper, owners of 
the Westminster Livestock 
Auction.                          
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Carroll County Farmers’ 
Markets Open  

The Carroll County 
public farmers’  markets are now 
open.  There are currently three 
farmers’  markets in Carroll 
County that will open for the 
2003 season.  They are the 
Carroll County Farmers’  Market, 
the Downtown Westminster 
Farmers’  Market and the 
Taneytown Main Street Farmers’  
Market.   

If you have ever thought 
of selling produce, baked goods, 
herbs, honey or other products, 
now would be a good time to act.  
The three markets are all 
accepting new vendors to sell 
their goods throughout the year.  
Farmers’  markets are an 
excellent way to supplement your 
farm income.  For more 
information on the three public 
markets contact each market 
listed below or contact Gabe 
Zepp at 410-386-2070.   

This year the Department 
of Economic Development 
decided to expand the farmers’  
market brochure to include 10 
additional private farm markets 
conveniently located throughout 
Carroll County.  If you have a 
private farm market and would 
like to be included in next year’s 
edition, please contact Gabe 
Zepp.     

Carroll Farmers’ Markets 
Carroll County Farmers’  Market     
Open: June 21 – Sept. 6, 2003          
Saturdays, 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.      
Westminster, Smith Avenue at the Car-
roll County Agricultural Center      
Contact: Anita Bullock, 410-848-7748 

Downtown Westminster Farmers’ 
Market                                       
Open: June 7 – Oct. 25, 2003           
Saturdays, 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.       

Westminster, Conaway South Parking 
Lot, corner of Emerald Hill Lane and 
Railroad Avenue (Rt. 27)                 
Contact: Stanley T. Ruchlewicz, 410-
848-5294                 

Taneytown Main Street Farmers’ 
Market                                       
Open: July 5 – Sept. 27, 2003            
Saturdays, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.     
Taneytown, Municipal Parking Lot be-
hind the Taneytown Fire House, Riffles 
Lane and Record Lane                     
Contact: Brenda Sebastian, 410-876-
7852 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Sludge Available 
 The City of 

Taneytown would like to 
announce that the City has liquid 
sludge and dried solids available 
for agricultural producers to 
apply to fields.  The liquid and 
dried sludge has been analyzed 
for nutrient content and the 
results are available.  The City 
also has equipment to perform 
the spreading or injecting of the 
sludge.   

A soil analysis report and 
a permit to apply sewage sludge 
on agricultural land in Maryland 
are required.  All information and 
examples of documentation 
needed are available through the 

City of Taneytown.  For more 
information or questions please 
contact Rick Weaver, City of 
Taneytown, at 410-756-2677 or 
410-751-1100. 

Freezer Meat Directory 
Available Soon 

The Department of 
Economic Development is 
creating a “Carroll County, 
Maryland Freezer Meats 
Directory” .  This all-inclusive 
directory is being provided to 
assist in the promotion and direct 
sales of meat products that have 
been raised, processed and sold 
by Carroll County farms and 
agribusinesses.   

Included in the directory 
will be listings for freezer beef, 
pork, lamb, goat and any other 
meat when available.  Besides 
contact information the directory 
will list the number annually 
sold, methods for raising the 
livestock, carcass availability and 
the times of the year available.   

Consumers will find 
nutritional information on the 
meat they purchase, charts with 
the different meat cuts, storage 
and handling instructions, 
definitions and methods for 
buying meat from local 
producers.  This directory should 
be available by mid-summer and 
will also be available on the 
County’s agricultural web site 
www.carrollag.org. Please 
contact the Department of 
Economic Development for more 
information.       

Carroll County Farm Tour 
The Carroll County 

Department of Economic 
Development will soon be 
planning an annual family farm 
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tour.  Numerous counties 
throughout Maryland and 
Virginia offer similar tours that 
are open to the general public for 
one or two days over a weekend.  
Counties offering a tour include 
Calvert, Frederick, Harford, 
Montgomery, Loudoun, VA and 
Falquier, VA.   

The idea behind a family 
farm tour is to open up farms to 
the general public for educational 
and economic opportunities.  The 
inaugural tour will take place in 
early summer or early fall of 
2004.  A number of farms will be 
open to the public.  Farms 
already open for public sales are 
encouraged to participate as well. 
Tours in other counties have 
helped to increase direct sales of 
farm goods to the public and 
created excellent promotional 
and networking opportunities.      

If you would like to assist 
or have suggestions in the 
planning of this annual event 
please contact Gabe Zepp at the 
Department of Economic 
Development at 410-386-2070 or 
email, gzepp@ccg.carr.org.        

Carrollag Website Growing 
The Carrollag website 

continues to grow in the number 
of viewers and individuals/ 
businesses promoting their farm 
products and agri-services.  
Many people have downloaded 
seasonal brochures for Christmas 
trees, farmers’  markets, the 
Carroll County Farm Product and 
Service Directory, the forage list 
and even the sale catalog of the 
Carroll County Holstein calf sale 
off the Carrollag website.  The 
website is free and should be 
utilized by everyone involved in 
agriculture in Carroll County.   

The website includes the 
following and may be modified 
to include your event that would 
support local agriculture or the 
economy.   

� Local Farm Directory 
� Agricultural Services & Agencies 
� Carroll County Land Preservation 
� Farmers’  Markets 
� Bulletin Board 
� Calendar of Events 
� Promotional Material 
� Agricultural Web Links 
� Harvest Dates 
� Carroll County Tourism 

Please call if you have 
any questions or would like to be 
included in the website.  To 
include your farm, agribusiness, 
classified ad or event please visit 
www.carrollag.org and fill out 
the add your business, bulletin 
board or ag calendar forms.         

Cranberry Valley Angus 
Natural Black Angus beef 

is your answer to “What’s for 
Dinner?”   This is the popular 
slogan from the marketing 
brochure for Tommy, Shannon 
and Grady Dell’s Cranberry 
Valley Angus freezer beef.     

The Dell’s own a small 
herd of Black Angus cattle in 
which they fatten their steers to 
sell to consumers looking to buy 
freezer beef.  The beef is taken to 
a local butcher shop to be slaugh-
tered and processed for 
consumption.   

The Dell’s brochure lists 
advantages to buying directly 
from the producer, sample prices 
from grocery chains, step-by-step 
process of raising beef and a de-
scription of who to contact about 
processing and other responsibili-
ties of the consumer.  Contact 
and ordering information is also 
supplied.   

 For more information on 
Cranberry Valley Angus freezer 
beef contact Tommy or Shannon 
Dell at 410-857-9568. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Locally Grown Corn Contest 
We are looking for the 

location you think provides the 
best locally grown corn.  
Whether you go to the farmers’  
market down the street or the 
stand around the corner, we want 
to know where you go when you 
are looking for the best corn on 
the cob.   

Please send your vote by 
September 1st via email to 
bestcorn@woodsgainbnb.com or 
call 410-386-2983 to give us 
your choice.  Look for results in 
the next issue. 

Fur ther  Information 
If you have questions or 

need further information about 
any item in this newsletter, 
please contact Gabe Zepp.  
Contact information is listed on 
the front page of this newsletter. 
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